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Mike Skvara to receive Distinguished Media Service Award

A writer, broadcaster and statistician from Southwest Indiana with Northwest Indiana roots, Mike
Skvara is the recipient of the 2024-25 IHSAA Distinguished Media Service Award for District 3.

Skvara’s contributions to education-based athletics
will be recognized during next weekend’s IHSAA
Football State Finals at Lucas Oil Stadium. THSAA
Commissioner Paul Neidig and Sports Information
Director Jason Wille will make the presentation.

Mike has worked as aradio and TV broadcaster and
writer covering high school, college, and professional
sports. His focus has been covering Indiana high
school and college football and basketball, the
Indianapolis 500 and IndyCar racing.

“Being a freelance sports broadcaster and writer has
been the perfect hobby for me for more than a half
century,” Skvara said. “Media work has not only
provided opportunities to cover many sporting events,
but also enabled me to help the Indiana High School
Athletic Association for decades.”

Mike has worked directly not only with current IHSAA
Sports Information Director Jason Wille, but also with
every IHSAA SID. He has served as a media
coordinator for the IHSAA football and basketball
State Finals since 1984.

In his broadcasting career, Mike has worked as a color/analyst and statistician.

Mike learned the basics of broadcasting from veteran announcer Paul Weirman, who was his first
mentor and partner in Northwest Indiana for over a decade. After moving to Evansville, Mike
worked with Dan Egierski for over two decades after the turn of the century broadcasting high
school football and hosting sports interview shows.

Currently in his third year with IndianaSRN.org and a part of the IHSAA Champions Network,

Mike and his broadcast partner Jevin Redmen stream the games for the Evansville Memorial
football team.
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As awriter, Mike has written for several publications over the years including The Times of
Northwest Indiana, the Evansville Courier & Press, and the Indiana Football Digest.

He has worked on production crews for University of Evansville basketball games as well as a
member of the stat crew for U of E football contests. From 2012-2019, Mike served as the radio
play-by-play announcer for the Oakland City University men’s basketball program.

A Whiting, Indiana native and a 1966 Whiting High School graduate, Mike served as a football
manager at Indiana University for John Pont and Nick Mourouzis. He is a 1970 IU graduate with a
B.S.in Education and has a Master’s Degree in Educational Administration from Purdue
University.

Mike taught at Lowell High School from 1970 to 1976 and coached football and baseball. He was a
real estate broker for six years and has been an insurance agent since 1982. He has been part of the
Evansville Memorial football program since moving to Evansville in 1988 and has served as a grade
school coach, varsity scout, and since 1994 the team statistician.

Skvara has been honored by several Indiana organizations for his work in the media. In 2018 the
Indiana Football Digest recognized him with the Excellence in Football Media Award. The Indiana
Sportswriters & Sportscasters Association in 2019 presented Mike with the Bob Williams Helping
Hand Award. The Indiana Football Coaches Association honored him in 2021 with the Rex Kirts
Media Award.

Mike is one of the founders of the Southern Indiana Chapter of the National Football Foundation.
He was a national recipient of a 2019 NFF Chapter Leadership Award.

Skvaralives in Newburgh, Indiana. He and his wife Ann and his late wife Sue have four married
children and four grandchildren.

This is the 38% year the IHSAA has recognized outstanding members of the Indiana news media
from each of'its three legislative districts for excellence in the coverage of high school sports.
District 3 covers 43 counties across southern Indiana.

Previous Award Winners
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About the Indiana High School Athletic Association, Inc. (IHSAA)

The IHSAA is a voluntary, not-for-profit organization that is self-supporting without the use of tax
monies. Since its founding in 1903, the Association’s mission has been to provide wholesome,
educational athletics for the secondary schools of Indiana. Its 409-member high schools - public,
institutional, parochial and private — pay no annual membership fee or incur entry fees to play in
the Association’s tournaments. A state tournament series is conducted annually in 24 sports, 11 for
girls, 11 for boys and two co-eds (unified flag football, unified track and field). A 19-person board of
directors, elected by member school principals, governs the organization.
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