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April 15, 2024 
 

Indianapolis Colts, IHSAA extend partnership 
 
The Indiana High School Athletic Association (IHSAA) today announced a three-year presenting 
partnership renewal with the NFL’s Indianapolis Colts to continue in support of Indiana high 
school football. 
 
This marks the 15th year of the 
agreement first struck in 2009 when 
the Colts organization began its 
support of the entire football state 
tournament, ensuring that the state 
championship games would continue 
to be played at Lucas Oil Stadium. At 
that time, the Colts became the first 
professional sports franchise in the 
country to partner with a high school 
association for this type of 
sponsorship. 
 
“The IHSAA is so excited and grateful 
to continue this partnership with the 
Indianapolis Colts,” said IHSAA 
Commissioner Paul Neidig. “Without 
the Colts and their support, Indiana 
high school football wouldn’t be as 
spectacular as it is on Friday nights in 
the fall.” 
 
“We love and appreciate the values, like preparation, discipline, teamwork and inclusion, that 
football teaches, so we are honored to support youth and high school football at every level in our 
state,” said Mike Prior, Colts Football Development Commissioner and former Colts great. “This 
partnership with the IHSAA continues our commitment to growing the game of football in Indiana 
and opening opportunities in the sport to all.” 
 
The Colts and IHSAA also have partnered on other initiatives, most notably girls high school flag 
football. In 2023, the Colts started the Girls Flag Football Pilot League, fueled by Gatorade, with 
eight high school girls’ teams representing Indianapolis and South Bend. They also have hosted 
clinics, jamborees, and other events, with the long-term goal of developing girls flag football as a 
sanctioned varsity sport in Indiana. For more info, visit Colts.com/Flag.  
 
 
*** 

http://www.colts.com/Flag
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About the Indiana High School Athletic Association, Inc. (IHSAA) 
The IHSAA is a voluntary, not-for-profit organization that is self-supporting without the use of tax 
monies. Since its founding in 1903, the Association’s mission has been to provide wholesome, 
educational athletics for the secondary schools of Indiana. Its 411-member high schools - public, 
institutional, parochial and private – pay no annual membership fee or incur entry fees to play in 
the Association’s tournaments. A state tournament series is conducted annually in 22 sports, 10 for 
girls, 10 for boys and two co-eds (unified flag football, unified track and field). A 19-person board of 
directors, elected by member school principals, governs the organization. 
 


